
A parents’ guide to reading 
St Barnabas CE Primary School 



Stages of a 
reader

The emergent pre-reader (typically 6 
months to 5 years)

The novice reader (typically 5 to 7 years)

The decoding reader (typically 7-9 years)

The fluent, comprehending reader (typically 
between 9-15 years)

The expert reader (typically 16 years +) 



Emergent 
pre-reader
(typically 6 
months to 
5 years)

Learns a full range of many sounds, words, 
ideas, images, stories, rhymes and talk

‘Learns to read’ retell stories etc

Builds an interest in books

Can understand thousands of words by 6, 
but not read them



The Novice 
Reader
(typically 5 to 
7 years)

Learns the relationship between letters 
and sounds and between printed and 
spoken word

At this stage, they start reading simple 
books that contain high frequency words 
and phonically regular words

Start ‘sounding out’

MUST read the same words over and over 
again, repeat book not just a one read and 
move on (So important!)



The decoding 
reader 
(typically 7-9 
years)

In this stage, the child is reading simple, 
familiar stories with increasing fluency

Sounds smoother, less painful to hear!

They need to see words and automatically 
know what they say, rather than sounding 
out (automaticity)

When they can read words automatically it 
frees up ‘brain space’ to understand what 
they are reading



The fluent, 
comprehending 
reader 
(typically 
between 9-15 
years)

By this stage, reading is used to 
learn new ideas in order to gain 
new knowledge

You can be lulled into think 
they understand more than 
they do!

Can often read a lot more than 
they understand 



Hearing lots of 
stories
• So important to hear words to extend 

developing vocabularies

• Books at bedtime!

• Free ebooks

• Audible!

• Everything is a habit, build it around 
other things e.g. after dinner, soon as get 
in etc

• Every day! 10-15 minutes















Common practice for reading with emergent and novice readers:

• Point to each sound in a word, swipe along it to blend 

• Go back to the beginning of the sentence after each word/few words and re-read 
the sentence as a whole

• Encourage them to chop up words (use syllable count to support)

• Identify suffixes ('s', 'es', 'ed', 'ing' 'er') to support decoding longer/complex words

• If the sound has an alternative, rather than give them the sound, try both and see 
which sounds correct 

How to support phonics teaching?



Handy tools to practise sounds at home and 
to use to check if the phonics videos you 
watch at home are aligned with our scheme!



You may find vocabulary words that are not 'identified' In focus boxes, but that 
your child is still unfamiliar

Defining these for your child is great practice, but why not also...

• Show it (pictures, videos)

• Find it (if a household item)

• Act it out (excellent for emotions)

• Connect with your own/your and your
child's shared experiences

• Discuss the words' opposite 
(eg. Excited vs. Dreaded)

How to support vocabulary?



This again?

• Not a race through books/levels!

• Need to read words 5-10 times

• Children do not mind repetitions

• Adult in school 1-2 weekly



Why do we encourage children to read and re-read? 



An example reading experience at school

Don't rush past the 
front cover! You can 

refer back to when you 
read the text

Echo read- technique to 
model expression and 

get children to rehearse 
it

You can model 
everything, even a love 

of reading 

Point out punctuation-
 why was it used, re-

read sentence to reflect 
how it impacts tone



The PEER framework
This is a simple sequence that can be used to support shared, or ‘dialogic’, reading. 
When reading together, adults can pause and:

•Prompt the child to say something about the book;
•Evaluate their response;
•Expand their response by rephrasing or adding information to it; and
•Repeat the prompt to help them learn from the expansion.

For example, if an adult and child were looking at a page in a book, you might point at a 
picture and say, ‘How do you think the boy is feeling?’ [prompt]. The child replies, ‘sad’, 
and the adult responds, ‘That’s right [evaluation]—he seems sad because his mouth is 
turned down and he is looking at the floor [the expansion]; can you pretend to be 
feeling sad, “makes a sad face”?’ [the repetition].

The Peer Framework



‘Why is the boy’s foot a mess? 
[prompt]. 

The child replies, ‘he got messy’ or 
‘the flour fell on it’…

the adult responds, ‘That’s right 
[evaluation]—the bag was very full 
so when he carried it the flour spilled 
out [the expansion];...

…was the bag full or empty”?’ [the 
repetition] “full!”.



Automatic reading

• Reading words without having to sound them out or pause

• NOT speed reading. Use expression and pause at punctuation etc.

• Time for a minute and repeat same passage regularly and record 
times

Word count per minute (wcpm)

Autumn Spring Summer

Y2 5 25 50-60

Y3 53 78 84-94

Y4 79 93 104-114

Y5 99 112 98-118

Y6 105 118 118-128

Automatic reading





Benefits

▶ No more lost paper reading diaries!

▶ No more damaged paper reading
diaries- the ‘water bottle leaked in the 
bag’ diaries are gone! EYFS an exception

▶ All reading you log will be saved for the 
entire time your child is in school so no 
logs are lost.

▶ Only one parent account needed for 
your family



Getting started

Please use the login details letter sent home 
by your child’s teacher 

Follow the instructions to download the app

Create an account quickly and easily 

Connect to your child (with the school 
code/login code on the letter)

That’s it - you’re all set!

Please use the one page guide for help as 
needed. 



Guide

Books

All current and completed books are listed 
here.

Tap a book to view the reading history.



Add Reading Log

Choose the book and then fill 
in the log. Minimum 
requirement is the page 
number your child read to. 
Tap edit log to make make

any changes.

Guide



Check homework expectations for reading and other subjects on our
website
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