
 
 
Curriculum Overview: Year R 
 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Title Let’s Explore! Marvellous Machines Long Ago Ready Steady Grow Animal Safari On The Beach 

 

      

Memorable 
Experience 

Exploring our local area- 
Walk and map our trip 
to St Barnabas Church 

Then and Now: 
exploring technology 
and existing equipment 
from the past  

Sharing our baby 
photos and reflecting 
on how we’ve grown 
Visit from a parent and 
infant 

Trip to Lower Drayton 

Farm 

Visit from staff pets Beach experience day 

RE Christianity (UC) 
Creation (God): Why is 
the word ‘God’ so 
important to Christians?  
Islam: A Muslim 
whispering Allah in a 
baby’s ear 

Christianity (UC) 
Incarnation (nativity): 
Why do Christians 
perform nativity plays 
at Christmas? Perform 
Nativity  
Islam: Muhammad and 
the Ants 

Christianity (UC) 
Salvation How can we 
help others when they 
need it?  
Sikhism: Har Gobind 
and the 52 Princes 

Christianity (UC) 
Salvation: Why do 
Christians put a cross in 
an Easter garden? 
Buddhism: The Monkey 
King 

Christianity (UC) 
Incarnation: What 
makes every single 
person unique and 
precious?  
Hinduism: Hindus 
celebrating at Raksha 
Bandhan 

Christianity (UC) 
Creation: How can we 
care for our wonderful 
world? Judaism: Tu be 
Shevat: the Jewish 
‘Birthday of Trees’ 

Literacy Key 
Texts 

We’re Going on a Bear 

Hunt 

Goldilocks 

 

Lost and Found 

What We’ll Build 

The Gingerbread Man 

 

Rosie’s Walk 

Once There Were 

Giants 

Monkey Puzzle 

 

Jack and the Jelly 

Beanstalk 

(My Bean Diary) 

 

The Three Little Pigs  

Giraffe’s Can’t Dance 

 

The Lighthouse 

Keeper’s Lunch 

The Three Little Fish 

and the Big Bad Shark 

 

Communication 
and language 

Listening, attention and 
understanding; 

Listening, attention and 
understanding; 

Listening, attention and 
understanding; 

Listening, attention and 
understanding; 

Listening, attention and 
understanding; 

Listening, attention and 
understanding; 



Speaking. 
 
Welcomm 

Speaking. 
 
Welcomm 

Speaking. 
 
Welcomm 

Speaking. 
 
Welcomm 

Speaking. 
 
Welcomm 

Speaking. 
 
Welcomm 

Maths Units Match, Sort and 
Compare 
Talk about Measure and 
Patterns 

It’s me, 1,2,3 
Circles and Triangles 
1, 2, 3, 4, 5 
Shapes with 4 sides 
 

Alive in 5 
Mass and Capacity 
Growing 6, 7, 8 
 

Length, Height and Time 
Building 9 and 10 
Exploring 3D shapes 
 

To 20 and beyond 
How many now?  
Manipulate, Compose 
and Decompose 
 

Visual, Build and Map 
Make Connections 
 

Understanding 
the world 

Past and present; 
People, culture and 
communities; The 
natural world 

Past and present; 
People, culture and 
communities; The 
natural world 

Past and present; 
People, culture and 
communities; The 
natural world 

Past and present; 
People, culture and 
communities; The 
natural world 

Past and present; 
People, culture and 
communities; The 
natural world 

Past and present; 
People, culture and 
communities; The 
natural world 

Expressive Arts 
and Design 

Project: Self Portraits 
 
Creating with materials; 
Being imaginative and 
expressive. Creating 
with materials; Being 
imaginative and 
expressive 

Project: Hand Puppets 
 
Creating with 
materials; Being 
imaginative and 
expressive. Creating 
with materials; Being 
imaginative and 
expressive 

Project: Peg Dolls 
 
Creating with 
materials; Being 
imaginative and 
expressive. Creating 
with materials; Being 
imaginative and 
expressive 

 Project: Germination in 
Bean seeds 
(observational drawing) 
 
Creating with materials; 
Being imaginative and 
expressive. Creating 
with materials; Being 
imaginative and 
expressive 

Project: Animal habitats 
 
Creating with materials; 
Being imaginative and 
expressive. Creating 
with materials; Being 
imaginative and 
expressive 

Project: Boat Building 
 
Creating with 
materials; Being 
imaginative and 
expressive. Creating 
with materials; Being 
imaginative and 
expressive 

Personal, Social 
and emotional 
development 

Self-regulation; 
Managing self; Building 
relationships 
 
PSHE and My Happy 
Mind 

Self-regulation; 
Managing self; Building 
relationships 
 
PSHE and My Happy 
Mind 
 

Self-regulation; 
Managing self; Building 
relationships 
 
PSHE and My Happy 
Mind 
 

Self-regulation; 
Managing self; Building 
relationships 
 
PSHE and My Happy 
Mind 
 

Self-regulation; 
Managing self; Building 
relationships 
 
PSHE and My Happy 
Mind 
 

Self-regulation; 
Managing self; Building 
relationships 
 
PSHE and My Happy 
Mind 
 

Physical 
Development 

Gross motor skills; Fine 
motor skills. 
Weekly PE Session 
 

Gross motor skills; Fine 
motor skills. 
Weekly PE Session 
 

Gross motor skills; Fine 
motor skills. 
Weekly PE Session 
 

Gross motor skills; Fine 
motor skills. 
Weekly PE Session 
 

Gross motor skills; Fine 
motor skills. 
Weekly PE Session 
 

Gross motor skills; Fine 
motor skills. 
Weekly PE Session 
 

 


